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Hitachi HDTV cameras chosen to capture French National Assembly parliamentary 
sessions 

Hitachi DK-H100 HDTV box cameras selected for compact size and high-level technical spec, as the 

Assembly upgraded its equipment to HD  

Paris, January 28, 2013 – Hitachi Kokusai Electric Europe has announced a significant win in the 

French market, with the recent deployment of its DK-H100 HDTV box cameras by the French National 

Assembly as part of a HD upgrade. The new cameras are being used to record the Assembly’s daily 

sessions at the Palais Bourbon in Paris. All footage is subsequently transmitted over a fiber optic 

connection to the master control room, located 350m away, for redistribution. 

Following a call for tender, the French National Assembly purchased eight Hitachi Kokusai Electric 

Europe DK-H100 broadcast cameras through local systems integrator, Preview GM System. The 

Hitachi cameras, by replacing existing SDI equipment, become part of the first HD broadcast 

deployment within the bounds of the parliamentary ‘hemicycle’. 

Christian Castelli, audiovisual system engineer at the French National Assembly, explained that the 

team started using the new cameras in September 2012. “Having examined cameras from various 

providers, we chose the DK-H100 model from Hitachi because of its size and the value for money it 

provided us”, he said. “The cameras are small and discreet and we are particularly happy with the 

outstanding picture quality they provide as well as their handy fibre optic connection.” 

With 577 deputies and over 1000 hours of yearly debates, The French National Assembly is at the 

heart of the country’s parliamentary democracy, with recorded daily sittings which can often run into 

the night. The HD recordings from the Hitachi cameras on-site are immediately made available to the 

LCP-AN parliamentary channel and to the media. France 3, for example, offers live coverage of 

delegates’ questions to the government in a public service program called ‘Questions au 

gouvernement’ on Wednesday afternoons. 
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“This was a significant integration project in a prestigious location and a very historic building: it’s a 

project we are very proud of,” said Mikaël Graignic, French commercial director at Preview GM 

System. “We believe the DK-H100 Hitachi cameras offered the French National Assembly a different 

and compelling option during the tender, one which impressed the technical team at the Assembly 

because of the combined size and technical performance of the cameras.” 

The DK-H100 is a multi-purpose HDTV box type POV camera that is ideal for applications such as 

graphics stand, point of view and remote observation. With a small light-weight head, the camera 

provides outstanding performance with its new 2.3 million pixels native 1080i 3-CCD. It offers sharper 

and cleaner HD images due to its 14-bit A/D converters and Hitachi's latest digital processing 

technology. The camera achieves outstanding high sensitivity and low vertical smear specifications. 

About Hitachi 
Hitachi, Ltd., (NYSE: HIT / TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is a leading global electronics 

company with approximately 400,000 employees worldwide. Fiscal 2009 (ended March 31, 2009) 

consolidated revenues totaled 10,000 billion yen ($102.0 billion). The company offers a wide range of 

systems, products and services in market sectors including information systems, electronic devices, 

power and industrial systems, consumer products, materials, logistics and financial services. For more 

information on Hitachi, please visit the company's website at www.hitachi.com. 

Broadcast and professional video cameras made by Hitachi Kokusai Electric are synonymous for 

innovation and ultimate performance - Hitachi has been one of the most significant Japanese 

companies in developing broadcast camera technology.  

Hitachi launched the first portable Professional Video Camera that could directly compete against 

studio-cameras in the early 90s - a technical revolution in its time. The company is also responsible for 

the development of digital TRIAX-technology.  

Today Hitachi is even more successful in developing and providing high-end broadcast technology. It 

is committed to meeting the needs of its users today, while helping to forge a migration path for 

tomorrow. Studio productions, documentaries, sports or live-events, Hitachi offers sophisticated 

camera systems for a wide range of production techniques.  

www.hitachi-keu.comHitachi Kokusai Electric America, Ltd. designs, manufacturers and markets video 

cameras, digital transmission, processing and recording devices for the broadcast television, cable, 

video production, and industrial vision markets. For more information, please call (516) 921-7200 or 



visit Hitachi's web site at http://www.hitachikokusai.us .  Hitachi Kokusai Electric, Inc. (TSE, OSE: 

6756), is a Hitachi, Ltd. (NYSE: HIT) group company.  

Full versions of all press releases and product images are posted on the web site in the pressroom 

section: www.hitachikokusai.us  

Editor’s Note: Color product photographs are available upon request. 
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