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ISC Captures the Excitement of Marquee Thoroughbred Racing 
Events with Hitachi HD Cameras 

 
Quality, performance and reliability of Hitachi Z-HD5000 cameras take the crown at the 

Preakness and Haskell Invitational, as race tracks trot to high definition production 
 
Woodbury, NY, November 16, 2015 — International Sound Corporation (ISC), a 
provider of high-quality products and services for the racing and sports industries since 
1960, is deploying Hitachi Z-HD5000 HDTV cameras for superior-quality acquisition as 
race tracks across the country upgrade their video operations to high definition. The 
exceptional picture fidelity, performance and reliability of the Z-HD5000 cameras under 
demanding operational conditions were at the forefront during production for two of this 
year’s most prestigious racing events, the Preakness Stakes and the William Hill 
Haskell Invitational. 
 
As one of ISC’s key service offerings, the company designs, installs and operates 
complete broadcast control rooms and production workflows tailored to the unique 
needs of race tracks. ISC has deployed hundreds of Hitachi cameras in varying 
configurations across nearly 50 tracks, and continues to expand their use of Hitachi as 
their clients make the transition from standard definition (SD) to HD video production. 
 
“We are using Hitachi cameras exclusively for all of our installations,” said Joe Gordon, 
Executive Vice President at ISC. “Like all of the Hitachi camera models we’ve worked 
with, the Z-HD5000 provides exceptional value, delivering remarkable quality and 
performance at a cost-effective price. Hitachi has also been a great company to work 
with, providing phenomenal service that we can always count on.”  
 
Featuring high-performance 2/3” CCD imagers, Hitachi’s advanced digital signal 
processing and powerful picture controls, the Z-HD5000 cameras consistently produce 
outstanding image quality and exceptional dynamic range even under rapidly changing 
and uncontrollable lighting conditions. “The lighting can change multiple times over the 
course of a four or five hour live show, from cloud cover to facing directly into sunlight,” 
said Gordon. “The Hitachi cameras react very well, always delivering pristine video.” 
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Hitachi's highly-acclaimed durability and reliability also withstand the significant 
challenges of the tracks’ outdoor environments, from dirt to dramatically varying 
weather. “There is a lot of dirt and sand in the air, especially for cameras close to the 
track,” explains Gordon. “And the horses run in all sorts of weather conditions, rainy or 
dry, from 10 degree cold to 100 degree heat. The cameras take a lot of abuse, and hold 
up to it well.” 
 
The benefits of the Z-HD5000 cameras were showcased during marquee events at the 
sites of two of ISC’s most recent HD installations. Pimlico Race Course hosted the 
Preakness Stakes – the second leg of thoroughbred racing’s Triple Crown – while 
Monmouth Park Racetrack hosted the William Hill Haskell Invitational, which featured 
American Pharoah in his premier race after becoming the first Triple Crown winning 
horse in over 35 years.  
 
The Pimlico and Monmouth Park installations each include seven Hitachi HD cameras. 
The majority are deployed in fixed positions while others are used handheld, highlighting 
the camera’s operational flexibility. The cameras are connected by SMPTE fiber to 
Hitachi CU-HD500 camera control units with RU-1000VR remote control units.  
 
The Hitachi cameras are in use throughout each track's entire race schedule, with live 
productions up to five days a week and ranging from four to six hours each. The 
resulting productions are seen on monitors throughout the local venue and are 
distributed to off-track betting (OTB) establishments, sports books, racing-focused 
specialty TV networks and local television stations. 
 
As more race tracks around the nation move to high-definition video production, ISC will 
continue to depend on Hitachi cameras as the linchpin of their acquisition workflows. 
“Great quality, great reliability and great value from a great company to work with -- that 
says it all,” concluded Gordon. 
 

About Hitachi Kokusai Electric America  
Hitachi Kokusai Electric America, Ltd. designs, manufacturers and markets video 
cameras, digital transmission, processing and recording devices for the broadcast 
television, cable, video production, and industrial vision markets. For more information, 
please call (516) 921-7200 or visit Hitachi's web site at http://www.hitachikokusai.us  
Hitachi Kokusai Electric, Inc. (TSE, OSE: 6756), is a Hitachi, Ltd. group company.  
 
Full versions of all press releases and product images are posted on the web site in the 
pressroom section: www.hitachikokusai.us  
 

About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that 
answer society’s challenges with our talented team and proven experience in global 
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markets. The company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2014 (ended March 31, 2015) 
totaled 9,761 billion yen ($81.3 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social 
Innovation Business, which includes power & infrastructure systems, information & 
telecommunication systems, construction machinery, high functional materials & 
components, automotive systems, healthcare and others. For more information on 
Hitachi, please visit the company's website at http://www.hitachi.com. 
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